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How could we measure progress towards the SDGs?
• Research

• Research impacts the world by giving us the direction of travel, by helping us to 
understand how and why to make changes, and by putting this in the context of our 
beliefs and societies

• Stewardship
• How we use our resources, fairly and equitably, shapes our impact on the world

• Outreach
• Working directly with our communities and nations directs our impact within the 

wider context of society, and amplifies the work we do

• Teaching
• Teaching the next generation to adopt sustainability in their lives



How have we gone from an SDG to a metric in 2020?
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Fair measurement

• Ease of participation

• Minimise SDGs in submission

• Think carefully about metrics

• Listen to input from universities, organisations, and individuals

• Publish each of the SDGs, not just overall score



Fairness in rankings…



Middle East



Australian universities & SDGs

• 22 universities signed up to the SDGs* 

• Growing number have a dedicated 

strategy/plan around sustainability

• Active participation in SDG-focused networks

• Receptive to frameworks/metrics around SDGs

*Signed through SDSN Global or SDSN Australia, NZ & Pacific, as at Nov 2019



The University of Sydney approach

• Academic-led SDG alignment
• Global collaborations Research

• Research database with SDG indicator
• Annual SDG update
• Faculty Strategies

• Localised initiatives: solar, water use
• Sporadic units of study linked to SDGs Resilience

• Sustainability Strategy
• Central targets and monitoring systems 
• Sophisticated curriculum offering

• Student activism
• Community expectations Responsibility • Partnerships to tackle wicked problems

• Brand & ‘Research with impact’ campaign

Bottom-up, momentum 
building

SDG alignment 
increasingly 
formalised







National strategy

Countries are required to assess the relevance of the respective indicators to their 
development agenda and, where appropriate, have domesticated indicators.

The Department of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation (DPME) derives its mandate 
from the Constitution of South Africa (1996), legislation passed by parliament and 
sectoral monitoring policies. 



UN’s guiding principles for support on the SDGs in South 
Africa are the following:

1. To strengthen government and national ownership by domesticating the SDGs in 
the context of the National Development Plan (NDP);

2. To use existing systems and further enhance national processes as much as viable 
and avoid establishing parallel systems;  

3. To integrate the provincial and sub-national levels in the process; 

4. To work with central government as well as with local levels; and 

5. To work with all development partners including civil society, the private sector, 
academic institutions, philanthropic organisation and others



6 Agenda 2063 was born out of this thinking within the context of the AU Vision, 
the AU Commission, and supported by the New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development Planning and Coordinating Agency, the African Development Bank 
and the UN Economic Commission for Africa in outlining the ‘Africa that we want’. 
The Plan is guided by seven aspirations:



1. A prosperous Africa, based on inclusive growth and sustainable development; 

2. An integrated continent, politically united, based on the ideals of Pan Africanism 
and the vision of Africa’s Renaissance; 

3. An Africa of good governance, democracy, respect for human rights, justice and the 
rule of law;

4. A peaceful and secure Africa; 

5. Africa with a strong cultural identity, common heritage, values and ethics; 

6. An Africa whose development is people driven, relying on the potential offered by 
African people, especially its women and youth, and caring for children; 

7. An Africa as a strong, united, resilient and influential global player and partner. 







UJ-Research News


